February 11, 2013

The Honorable Cynthia T. Brown
Chief, Section of Administration
OlTice of Proceedings

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street. S.W.
Washington. D.C. 20423 \ 9% @ é’
Re:  STB Docket AB 1076X. Caddo Valley Railroad Company-

Abandonment Exemption-In Clark. Pike and Montgomery
Counties. Arkansas-Request for Extension of Time-NITU-

West Central Arkansas Planning and Development District Q 3 3 7 8 7

STB Docket AB 1076 (Sub-No. 1X). Caddo Valley Raitroad
Company-Abandonment Exemption-In Pike and Clark Counties.
Arkansas-Request for Extension of Time-NITU-West Central
Arkansas Planning and Development District

Omera.F'Ergo%Edlngs
P!‘I)test FEB ‘l 2 2013
Publie Rocord

Dear Ms, Brown:

I wish to submit that the West Central Arkansas Planning and Development
District ("WCAPDD") has misreprescnted atsclf. In the “Request for Extension of Time
and request lor [ssuance ot a Notice of Interim Trial Use (“NITU™), the “WCAPPDD™
requested and received a “Waiver of Fees™ stating it is an cntity of the State of Arkansas.
| believe this 10 be a fictitious claim [ also wish 1o ask you disallow the “Request {or
Exiension of Time and Issuance of a Notice of Interim Traill Use (NITU). | will address
both issucs below:

Issue [

(1) There 1s no such agency listed under the “Statc Agencies™ on the Stalc of Arkansas
website. Using the search feature on the State ol Arkansas website for West Central
Manming and Development District, | get the following retumns: “No matching
people/agencies. No matching services.™

(2) Theie is a Non-Profit Corporation listed in Good Standing on the Arkansas Sceretary
of State”s website with the name of West Central Arkansas Planning and Development

District. Incorporaied. hereafier referred to as "Said Corporation™.

(3).”Said Corporation™ has the licutious name of Arkansas Small Business Lending™.
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(4) The registered agent of the “Said Corporaiion™ 1s Dwayne Prau arkl Dwayne Pratt is
hsted as Principal.

(5) There 1s also a Non-Prolit Corporation listed in Good Standing with the Arkansas
Secretary of State with a sumilar name of “West Central Arkansas Economic
Devclopment Services. Inc.” with Dwaync Pratt as registered agent and one of the
Principals

(6) The corporation ol "West Ceniral Arkansas Planning and Development District
Incorporated owns real property-histed as a commercial ofTice building and lot located at
1000 Central Ave, ot Springs as shuwn on the Garland County Assessor’s page using
the “Act Data Scout™ technology  They do not operate out of any Arkansas Statc owned
operated or furnished facility.

(7) On the website of West Central Arkansas Planning and Development District
Incorporated, there is no claim of affitiation with any slate. county or federal agencics

(8) On the request filed by the “Said Corporation™. the word “Incorporated™ was omitted
in the body of the letter but was listed on the letiterhead.

(9) As alay person. it seems 1o me that West Central Arkansas Planning and
Development District Incorporated is a company that provides a service much as a local
Non-Prolit hospital docs.

(10) A mayor o' one of the countics involved was interviewed by a local paper in which
he stated that the countics involves were interested in purchasing the former railroad's
right-of-way and the title to be held by West Central Arkansas Planning and
Development. He did not mention that WCAPDD is a corporation and that he serves as a
director of the said corporauon He also slated , “there is a 30 day window of opportunity
10 purchase the casement before the land reverts back to the property owners along the
route." He went on to say, "I’ it goes back to the property owners, we're done." and
conuinued 1o say. "We wouldn't be able 10 do anything wah it * He basically said they
wanted to take this land from the 1ighttul owners thru legal manipulation. | once read a
bricf that stated something like this. " the thicf that comes cloaked in the robes of
authonty in full daylhight is no less a thief than one that comes with a mask in the dark.
and many lime more to be feared as il leaves the citizen helpless to fight.”

(11) It scems the West Central Planning and Development District etal are working on
the prenuses that Caddo Valley Railroad Company owns the right of way which is not
true, but only hold it 1n fee only. They have no rights to sell.

Issuce 2
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(1) The time for filing an “Intenim Trail Use Request™ 1s well past  The last decision
concerning the CVRR as posted on the STB website was 2/23/2012.

The OFA that the West Central Arkansas Planning and Development District referenced
expired over 12 months ago

(2) Salvage operations have been on going since October 2012, most steel and ties have
been removed from the rail bed.

(3) CVRR did not own the land (with a few exceptions) under the tracks but had
casemenis that were taken by land condemnation and the property owners have
“reversionary” rights 1o the land when it ceases 10 be used as for “Railway Purposes™.

(4) There has been no rail track over the line since June ol 2009 as documented in the
filings for Abandonment 1 and other landowners along the line wish to exercise these
“Reversionary™ rights.

(5) The landowners along the route have worked with the salvage company to facilitaie
the removal of the track.

(6) The landowners along the linc have also paid the property taxes on the “Right of
Way™ through the years In my casc. my father purchased the land in 1947 therefore my
father and 1 have paid the taxes lor well over 60 years. some landowners longer and some
less but the Railroad has never pand the taxes on the Right of Way, in lact the listing on
the Monigomery County Act Data Scout list the linc and states “This parccl contains
neither land or buildings™ Clark County hists 2 small parcels of .5 acres and 1 0 acres
only Pike County does not have the Act Data Scout Technology but | believe it is
basically all casement with only a few exceptions 1n the 1own of Glenwood

(1 Denying the landowners the return of their land would place a hardship on many In
my casc and several of my neighbors, we are cattle farmers. We have been in severe to
exceplional drought the last two years. The Right of Way consists of 6 acres that splis
my farm into two parcels divided by the Right of Way. Improved pasture in Arkansas
would support approximately 4 cows (1 5 acres per cow). This would cenainly help me.
as | have been forced 10 sell breeding cows because of the pasture conditions. Four
additional calves per year would mean about $3000 per year of income with current
prices. Some landowners have more land than | have and some have less; some will have
dillerent kinds of impacts than | do

(8) The Right of Way passcs thru a Feed and Fertilize Mill, the former Bean Lumber
Company Inc. which in the hands of the credilors whose fate 18 not yet known, an active
lumber treating plant. and a granule plant. It would be a great safety hazard for the public
10 be allowed access thru thesc mills plus the access for thief and vandalism.
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(9) As mentioned in item (7) above; trails would allow [or access thru a “back door™
access to my farm animals and farm equipment for trespassers and vandalism. We are
in a rural area and the need for trails in basically non existence. The need for more farm

land is eriucal as cattle herds are at the lowest levels since the 1950s.

(10) I am enclosing copies of many of the papers that [ have used for reference. | have
compiled this protest from public information and lots of hours of research Please take
into consideration that | am not a lawyer, but a farmer and small business owner and only
wish to exercise my reversionary nghts.. Should there ever be a need for a railroad again.
it can always be taken as it was the first ume. 1 believe the railroad days are past on this
line and agree with the STB's decision 10 allow the abandonment  Although many of my
fricnds and fellow landowners agree with me on this; | speak only for myself’in this
writing. Thank vou for your time.

| hereby certify that a copy of this letter has been served upon CVRR by firsi class
metered mail this 11" of February. 2013

Respectfully submiued.

ctty fennington
Daytime phone
870-356-5349

Iinclosures

Cc:

Mr Tim Bean, President

Caddo Valley Railroad Company

James Smith. Esq.

William C Sippel, Esq.

Richard 11. Strecter, Es¢|.

Woest Central Arkansas Planning and Development District Incorporated
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Search Incorporations, Cooperatives, Banks and Insurance Companies

Printer Friendly Version
LLC Member information is now confidential per Act 865 of 2007

Use your browser's back button to return to the Search Results

B Porw Search

Far service of process contact the Secretary of State's office,

Corporation Name WEST CENTRAL ARKANSAS PLANNING AND
DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT, INCORPORATED

Fictitious Names ARKANSAS SMALL BUSINESS LENDING
SERVICES

Filing # 100054617

Filing Type Nonprofit Corporation

Filed under Act Dom Nonprofit Corp; 176 of 1963

Status Good Standing

Principal Address Same as Registered Agent

Reg. Agent DWAYNE PRATT

Agent Address 1000 CENTRAL AVENUE
HOT SPRINGS, AR 71901

Date Filed 02/28/1987

Officers DWAYNE PRATT , Principal

JIMMY HART , Director
RON DANIELL , Director
BILL WESTON , Director

Foreign Name N/A

Foreign Address

State of Origin N/A

Purchase a Certificate of Good ay Franchise Tax for this corporation
Standing for this Entity

Change this Corporation's Address

http://www.sos.arkansas.gov/corps/search_corps.php?DETAIL=6331&corp_type_id=&corp... 2/8/2013
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Garland County Assessor's Office Real Property Records o
Lnet Updatac: 2201 o Seseseor actDataScout
Property ID: 55132

Parcel: 00126150105025000
Location: 1000 CENTRAL AVE

Owner: WEST CENTRAL ARKANSAS ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES INC
PO BOX 6409
HOT SPRINGS, AR 71902-68409
Property Type: (Cl) Comm.| Impr.
Tax District: (061) HOT SPRINGS INSIDE
Tax District Millage Rate: 41.30

2012 Market Value: | ang: $101,200 Bldg: $300,150 Total: $401,350 Garland County will be completing a |
s ) comprehensive, countywide
Assessed Value: |and: $20,240 Bldg: $60,030 Total: $80,270 reappraisal cycle this summer. The
. ) new appraised and assessed values
Womestead Sstus: (N)No Adj | Credit. No | Amount. $0.00 based on this current reappraisal
Estimated A.V. Tax shown on this website are subject to
change until after the Garland County
S-T-R: 05-038-19W Board of Equalization certifies all
property valuations. Boards of
Subdivison: HsR BLK 105 Block: 105 Lot 011 Equalization in Arkansas typically
terminate their annual sessions
Acres: around the end of September
Legal:
BLK 105 LOT PT 11
Transfers
Deed Date Book Page Deed Type Deed Stamps Est, Sale Price Grantee
3/11/2010 3142 894 Warr. Deed WEST CENTRAL ARKANSAS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SERVICES INC
4/13/2009 3050 761  Warr. Deed 858.00 260,000 WEST CENTRAL ARKANSAS PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT INC
7/16/2003 2293 782  Warr. Deed 594.00 180,000 MILLER, ANTHONY P
3/2/2000 1937 095 Warr. Deed 306.90 93,000 ROBERTSON, PATRICK N & ANNE MARIE
B/19/1996 1684 737  Warr. Deed 247.50 75,000 PEROZZI, GRAZIANO 170 PETALUMA BLVD NORTH
10/14/1992 1462 399  FidDeed 118.80 53,999 CAMPBELL, CAROLINE 113 TRIVISTA RIGHT
1/1/1901 0000 0000 SAMMONS, FLOYD W. & GLADYS A. 318 QUAPAW
Land
Size Units Use/Dimensions
7100.000 Sq.Ft 50X142
Buildings
Card Occupancy Story Finish Liv Area Grade Built Age Condition Beds Baths Half
Yiew Card 1 Commercial 1 1940 21 Average
Card Bullding Code Description Size/Dim. Size/Dim. Grade
1 FENCEM Fence, Metal 8 6
1 FENCEM Fence, Metal 70
1 LIGHT Lighting
1 LIGHT Lighting
1 PAVING Paving 460

http://www.actdatascout.com/details.aspx?request=MTA7NTUxMzI 7d2VzdCtiZW50cmFs... 2/9/2013
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as School Nurse and
Margaret Mueller as a new
bus driver.

Following the meeting,
Harper was asked by The
Standard what the district's
response has been to the
recent Newtown, TC school
shooting in during the week
following.

“Our schools have been on

Snow blankets area

- By JOE MAY
Ebrror
It didn't start out to be a
white Christmas, but by the
end of the day Tuesday, a
thick white blanket coated
most of Arkansas.
According to Clark
County Emergency
Manager Mikki Hastings,
what began as thunder-
storms Tuesday morning
changed into sleet around
344 pm and by nightfall,
several inches of snow was
on the ground. |
"We have reports of three
to seven and a half-inches

of snow around the county,
with Amity getting the
most," she said, adding that
there have been reports of
more accumulation in some
areas. ‘
Snow-laden limbs fell
throughout the evening,
knocking out power in
many locations, Hastings

said. South ~ Central
Arkansas Electric
Coooperatiave crews

worked through the night
and on into Wednesday to
repair the damages. At
least one outage was report-
ed in Arkadelphia for about

an hour Tuesday.

Roads became slick with
the wintery mix by late
Tuesday, resulting in sever-
al accidents throughout the
county, none of which were
major.

"We had about twenty or
more accidents in an hour
starting around 7-8pm
Tuesday," she said. "Most
of them were just people
sliding off into the ditch
and needing to be pulled
out."

In a rare occurance,
Hastings said she recieved

See “Snow,” p. 2

Counties look to secure a hold on
former railroad right of way

By JOE MAY
EpITOR

Though all but three miles
of the former Caddo Valley
Railroad have been pulled
up, the land under the for-
mer line may yet be benefi-
cial to the area.

In their regular meeting
last Monday evening, the
Clark County Quorum
Court agreed to budget
$10,000 towards the pur-
chase of a portion of the 49
miles that is is the process
of being abandoned as the
former railroad is being
pulled up to satisfy debts
left by the collapse of Curt
Bean Lumber Company in
Amity and Glenwood.

Clark County Judge Ron
Daniell told the newspaper

that his county as well as
Pike and Montgomery
Counties and the City of
Glenwood are interested in
purchasing the former rail-
road's right-of-way. The
judge said each entity will
pledge a certain amount
towards securing the ease-
ment, with the title to the
property beéing held by
West Central Arkansas
Planning & Development.

Daniell said that there isa -

30-day window of opportu-
nity to purchase the ease-
ment before the land reverts
back to property owners
along the route.

“If it goes back to the
property owners, we're
done,” he said. “We would-
n't be able to do anything

Storm knocks out power,

By JOE MAY

from the storm, with sever-

with it.”

Originally, the intermodal
authority had expressed
interest in the easements,
but the judge said they had
dropped their interest after
being advised of possible
environmental issues along
the former rail line.
_However, Daniell said that
he has been told there are
no such concerns about the
line.

“They fold me they do
something with those old
rail lines all the time,” he
said.

Each entity along the route
has different plans for their
section of the former rail
line, Daniell noted. In
Clark County, Gurdon

See “Rail,” p. 7

downs trees

Departments was knocked
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Mayor Clayton Franklin as
well as Justice of the Peace
Sherry Kelley have dis-
cussed making more conve-
nient access to the famed
Gurdon Light area along
the track for those interest-
ed in seeing the alleged
ghost light. In addition, the
judge said Franklin has
expressed an interest in secur-
ing funds to put additional rails
down that would allow the stor-
age of rail cars along the line for
industries in the area.

In Pike County, Daniell said
the city of Glenwood is inter-
ested in a “Rails to Trails” pro-
gram that could convert a sec-
tion of the line into a walking or
riding trail. In Montgomery
County, a section of the line that

was abandoned years ago is
being used as a walking/biking
trail and there is some interest
in extending that trail, he noted.
Constructed not long after the
turn of the century by William
Grayson, who later founded the
city of Graysonia in Clark
County, the line was originally
known as the Gurdon-Fort
Smith Railroad as plans were to
lay track all the way to
Sebastian County. That plan
tracks went as far as Delight on
one end and Norman, then
known as Womble, on the other
end.

continuing to maintain three
miles of track through
Smithton and Gurdon which
serves the Georgia-Pacific mill
in Gurdon.

Railroad
history being sought

Searching for old photographs and further historical data
on the Gurdon & Fort Smith Railroad, the Southwestern
Arkansas and Indian Territory Railroad, Arkansas
Southwestern Railroad, the Womble (Norman) Branch,
the Pike City Branch, and the Delight Branch. All of these
became a part of the Missouri-Pacific Railroad in 1909.
They were last known as the Caddo Valley Railroad.

Towns along this line include Gurdon, Burtsell, Antoine,
Okolona, Delight, Pike City, Graysonia, Shawmutt, Amity,
Rosboro, Glenwood, Caddo Gap and Womble (Norman).

We are looking for photographs and genealogical data on
anyone that at one time was employed on this railroad:

engineers, firemen,

conductors,

brakemen, bridge

builders, carpenters, section workers, depot agents, etc.
We are compiling the data for a history of the rail line.
Please contact J. Randall Houp in Booneville at ghost-

bridgehunter@yahoo.com.
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can spend at least part of your time
outdoors. Just make sure that you're
dreased for the weather and
regular breaks from the cold air e pul.Y 1
or oull a
* Whether it's snowy or sunny, a have a museum where you can find shallow cup or tin can
walk outside will reveal all sorts of out more about your home's history. Fill your bucket wit
nature items that can be used to make 'UT small cup to a stick th
e thng, e op i g
evergreen needles, flower weather station* ot the buckat outs
Iml-url:lnmn:m outside your home. over the top so that tt
berries and grasses. At home, arrange Use a thermometer, water but the rim is a
them on a large poster or heavy hamahrnmpunmdnwmdn& of the water. Let it fre
paper. Use glue to secure your nature or weathervane to collect information, | " wep it's com
items, then decorate your mura] with | then keep your records in  journal. | .y block of ice
markers, crayons, glitter and other art v«..mnqumdmm take the cup out of th
supplies. Give your artwork a name '_ candle where the cup
and display it for your family, hrhb. adult light it. Enjoy y
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Meet Laura Marano C o Ok
While you're home, help out at
mealtime. You can bake and cook, e
or help with setting the table and t
keeping the kitchen clean. {
Here are some of Rookis Cookie's |
favorite recipes to share with your .
&m‘i]" . 5 "_\\
Banana Bites ﬁ( JLF"-A':‘ '
You'll nead: -‘-.‘-——' L]
+ 1 medium-large {"“"\ ‘
("? =.-). :
I ¢ ¢ héapi t Mo \
tablespoons reduced-fat whipped
v2 'peanut hutter
-umsuhmmncmp-
Whattodo: - - t
bk | l%:bmm:mlimwmmdl [
i tnguhnwh.lalpsdmp
'I' and peahut butter -em;ﬂ.i ¢
3. Put a small dollop of mixture on
top of each banana round. t
8. COl s rieesor oo B |
in one
before serving. 1

Indanr Wintar Fiin


mailto:ghostbridgehunter@yahoo.com
mailto:ghostbridgehunter@yahoo.com

T y'

Effie Foathersion ) 9 Charles Featherston
: ’ w

w

MONTGOMERY COUNTY ABSTRACT COMPANY

F. O. Box 151
MOUNT IDA, ARKANSAS, 71957

“Land Is Our Business"
HAD FROM CIRCUIT COURT BOCK "D©, ‘PLGE 1715 (April 4, 1906)
THE GURDON & FT. SMITH RAILROAD COMPANY..ceeceeeqess PLAINTIFF
VS. (61)
WM. JONES, MRS. BETTIE JONES, HIS WIFE, AND G. F. STROOPE..DEFENDANTS

Now on this the Lth day of April A.D. 1906, comes on for trial
the above entitled cause, and comes the plaintiff, the Gurdon & Ft.
Saith Railroad Company, by its attorneys B. S. Johnson and T. M.
Mehaffey; and also comes the defendants in person and J. S. Lake
their attorney and the above cause is taken up for trial,

It appearing to the Court that the plaintiff, the Gurdon & Ft.
s-ith'nailroad Company, seeks to condemn a right of way over certain
lands of the said defendants, described as follows, to-wit:- |

S4 SW: Sec. 28, Twp. 4 S., R. 24 West, Montgomery County, Ark.
containing 6Rx (sixj acres, for the purpose of building its main line
and side tracks and for the material for the construction of the same
thereon, and the defendants herein by Attorney consents to a judgment
assessing said damages for said right of way in the wum of Two Hundred
and sixty Dollars ($260.00) and the court now being fully advised does
render judgment for said defendants in the sum of $260.00 aa.arorolaid.

:'iou therefore, be it cons}dorod, ordered and ad judged that the
Plaintiff, the Gurdon & Ft. Smith Rlilroaﬁ doﬁﬁnny, do have and
recover from said defendant, a right of way over said lands 100 feet
in width as set out in said petition and herein and that the said
easement or right of way be and hereby is invested in the plaintiff,
the Gurdon & Ft. Smith Railroad Company, its successors and assigns,
for its use as long as held operated and maintained for railway

purposes. - -L
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY ABSTRACT COMPANY

P. O. Bex 181
MOUNT IDA, ARKANSAS, M%7

“Land Is Our Bus!ness"
CIRCUIT COURT BOCK *D", PAGE 171-72 (Continued)

purposes,
It is further ordered and adjudged that the plaintiff, the

Gurdon & Fort Smith Railroad Company, do pay into the register of this

Court, within thirty days from this date, the sum of 260.00 Dollars,
together with all costs had and expended in thia cause,

It is further ordered that in the event the aforesaid sum be not

paid as aforesaid within thirty days from the date hersof, then the
defendant hereunder may have exacution issued for the recovery of

said sum, together with all their costs in this cause,

21
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